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than blunt bodies can. That is, as the pointed part of an 
electrified body will difcharge the atmofphere of that bo- 
dy, or communicate it fartheft to another body, f 0 the 
point of an uneleCtrified body, will draw off the electrical 
atmofphere from an electrified body, farther than a blunter 
part of the fame uneleCtrified body will do. Thus a pin 
held by the head, and the point prefented to an electrified 
body, will draw off its atmofphere at a foot diftance ^ 
where if the head were prefented inftead of the point, no 
fuch effeCt would follow. To underftand this, we may 
confider, that if a perfbn ftanding on the floor would 
draw off the electrical atmofphere from an electrified bo- 
dy, an iron crow and a blunt knitting kneedle held alter- 
nately in his hand and prefented for that purpofe, do not 
draw with different forces in proportion to their different 
maffes. For the man, and what he holds in his hand, be 
it large or fmall, are connected with the common iriafs 
of uneleCtrified matter j and the force with which he 
draws is the fame in both cafes, it confifting in the diffe- 
rent proportion of eleCtricity in the electrified body and 
that common mafs. But the force with which the elec- 
trified body retains its atmofphere by attracting it, is pro* 
portioned to the furface over which the particles are pla- 
ced ; i. e. four fquare inches of that furface retain their 
atmofphere with four times the force that one fquare inch 
retains its atmofphere. And as in plucking the hairs from 
the horfe’s tail, a degree of ftrength infufficient to pull a- 
way a handful at once, could yet eafily ftrip it hair by 
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hair ; fo a blunt body prefented cannot draw off a num- 
ber of particles at once, but a pointed one, with no great- 
er force, takes them away eafily, particle by particle. 

1 8. Thefe explanations of the power and operation of 
points, when they firfl: occurr’d to me, and while they 
firfl: floated in my mind, appeared perfectly fatisfaCtory ; 
but now I have wrote them, and confider d them moie 
clofely in black and white, I mult own I have fome 
doubts about them : yet as I have at prefent nothing bet- 
ter to offer in their ftead, I do not crofs them out : for 
even a bad folution read, and its faults difcover’d, has of- 
ten given rife to a good one in the mind of an ingenious 
reader. 

19. Nor is it of much importance to us, to know the 
manner in which nature executes her laws ; ’tis enough 
if we know the laws themfelves. ’Tis of real ufe to 
know, that china left in the air unfupported will fall and 
break ; but hew it comes to fall, and why it breaks, are 
matters of fpeculation. ’Tis a pleafure indeed to know 
them, but we can preferve our china without it. 

20. Thus in the prefent cafe, to know this power of 
points, may poflibly be of fome ufe to mankind, though 
we fhould never be able to explain it. The following 
experiments, as well as thofe in my firfl; paper, {how this 
power. I have a large prime conductor made of feveral 
thin fheets of Fuller’s pafteboard form’d into a tube, near 
10 feet long and a foot diameter. It is cover’d with 
Butch embofs’d paper, almoft totally gilt. This large 
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